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‘write ‘some of his memories dowm 


TDrARY! 


KEP? RY T.5.TRUITINGER 


‘ Ny erondfather has uritten dorn his menortes Of. 87 FE, bs 
sacleglerosta. is notes have been conied vreserving the 
spelling and sentence structure as much as rossible,. In 
sohe cases words have been imnossible to Aecinker ana 
following these words a-")(9)" has been used, » 


My arandfather «rote these thinrs jown because 


he saw that people who lived in Astoria during these 
yeers were not going "ta .be eround mich longer" 
and no one would know how "It really was" if he didntt 


@ 


' The following 1s "How it’ really wes". 


Lisbeth Miller 


fori. 3h lec si ead ap (dha apupse 
Led ae 


tv. My father; J C Trullinger came to Astcria early in 
1875.. He purchased some land and water front property 
| from Mr Himman of Forest: Groves. Oregon, and built a sxall - 
‘br411 on the property. where the Union 011 Company is 

Located’ nows (The Union 011 Company merine station) 

Shi es : 


fi 1h ee 


eee Te Tr came 'to Astoria early in the spring of 1876 
oor with the rest. of the femily from Centerville in 


4 . Washingtom county. 


.,< Part’ of the frame;. some of the wheels end shafting 
of amold saw mill were still remaining at what was: 
 knowm knowmas Old M411 Point. which was located 

. Just a little way south of where the McEcheren ship: 

\ Yards were located®: 

,, Am old' boiler om the teach Just back of the office 
of the Pacifico Power and Light Company was all that was 
‘left of amold saw mill that once stood in the block 


* Bounded by ninth streed, commercial street, 10th. streed,. 
and ‘Bond Streets 


i The o14' boiler is now buried 1m the sand when: the 
Sanitary and Reclamation Commissior built the sea wall 
and filled in the tide flats under the towns 


1876 


There was another saw mill owned and Operated by 
" -Daat Farrell,, known as Dad's mille This saw mill 
Was located’ in the block where the Norblad Hotel now 
| stands. (14th ang Exchange) 


rns The log boom extended from the shore near the 
4 YMCA building towaré'the property west’ of 12th street. ant 
I. north to Commercial’ Street, When I was a small 


river and getting our- 


After a good soaking;. we would 60 up to the fire room ant 
stand around the furnace until our clothes were dryé 


rae aa | 3 18977 


The boiler pump always interested us boys, It 
had many cog wheels and was driven by a belt on a line 
shaft: extending from the big engines 


wk RHINO 


ree 


On Sunday we watched the Engineer take off tre 
cylinder head and remove the four brass belts in the drive 
head. After removing, the drive head, he removed the 
old packing that was hard and dry,. very black and 
burned so badly that we could not straighten it without 
it: breaking into small pieces. 


He took new hemp packing: out of a can that was 
full of hemp rope packing and tallow winding it around 
the drive head and then filling the space between 
the cylinder walls: and drive head, he: nut the head baek 
om and screwed up the four brass bolts and then re= 
placed' the cylinder head.. The engineer told us the 
new packing would save steam and give the engine more 
powers. 


I remember little about the old engine except it 
hed a large wooden fly wheels. 


The extiaust’ on the side of the mill had a tune all 
its owns. All'day long the exhause said, "Chee a Chuck, 
Chee O chuck",, witha wheeze: between each sound. 


The:maim saw was a Muley (?)e Up and down at about 
75 or 80'strokes permmimted. 


There were two head blocks with a screw turner 
for each block.. The sawyer gave the hand signals to: 
the head screw turner and the other screw turner followed 
with the same number of turns. The main carriage slid 
oma track of upright oak blocks about three inches 
wide and eight inches long.. These blocks were about 
three feet. apart.. The groove in the bottom of the 
carriage and the oak blocks were greased with tallowe 
other machinery in the milli was oiled with salmon oile 


; The carriage was driven by a ratchet, engaging a 
toothed track under the carriage frame. One move of the 
Hatchet’ to cach stroke of the sawo. 


At the end of the cut, the carriage was returned by 
disengaging the ratchet and sliding a loose pinnion 
wheel on a shaft which engaged the teeth in the rack under 
the frame of the carriages. As each device was separate 
and had to be operated by the head sawyers, he was a very 
busy man even if the motion of the carriage was sloWe 


Only the slabs were taken off by this muley sev arné 
then the log was split into parts which were sated into 
Goards by a small Paney (?) circular saws 

: at 


Bane 


The: Peney saw was n natural toothed sawe 
I watched a man file the Paney saw and swedge (wedge?) 
the teeth on an whang doodle with a emall heamere After 
filing the saw, he placed it on a mandrel (7) «rd 
held a piece of gtindstone ageinst the teeth on eect. 
side to true up the edres of the swedged teeth. 


There was a crank at the other end of the mandrel = 
and he let me turn the saw while he held the crind stond, 
first on one side, and then on the other side of the 
BaWe. : 


There was a crank at the other end of the mandrell 
and he let’ me turn the saw while he held the grind 
stane.. Frrst on one side, and then on the other side 
of the saws. 


Also he held the grind stone in front. of the saw to 
even up some of the length of the teeth. Some were quite 
long and he had to file some over agains I got a kick 
out of turning the mendrel, watching the sparks flying 
when he moved the stone up against the teeth. 


I watched him file the big Muley saw. He used a long 
handled wrench to bend the teeth first one side and them 
the other.. He told me that some of the teeth would not 
stay where he put theme. Other teeth would stay put and 
the lumber: came out’ very rough with deep scratchess 


Or account of poor saw filing, all. lumber was very 
rough and hard to planes. 


The planer in Dad's:old mill was a massive machine. 
The frame was all wood.. The drive wheels were woods 
The chip breaks were oak and held against the lumber by 
weightse 


‘The cylinder had tuc very thicx anives cclted on 
opsosite sides Bid ot have mich spetd an? the xulwes 
marks in the planned lumber stood out like a washboard. 


Alj. lumber used in finished work had to be hand 
smoothed. 


The poppet' hesds for making flooring were slottede 
The bits for these heads were three im number and had 
to be assembled and set-in the slots and were held in 
Place by temper screws with lock nutse. 


There was no standard of tongue and groove and the 
width was changed each time the planer was set Ude 


Each planer operator had his own gauges, and because 
of the tongue: and groove not being uniform, flooring 
could not’ be purchased from two different mille and be 
put' togethers. 


seas 
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The. lumber chute of Dad'a M4}1. won ntonk apscsite 
the sales room of Lovell! building (lath one ans re} 
There was no street’! loprovement’ on With street ne 
that times Only » dirt) rond dowr lth street trom 
Franklin ave.e. The lumber yard of Dad's mill was 
built up on pilling where the Osborn-Obrienm building 
is now.. There There wAS an open space where Duane: street 
is: now between the lumber yard and the mill, 


At thet time the atreets were all wooden 
construction and four feet’ lower than the present 
@rade.. 


Ther capacity of Dad's mill’ was about 25,000 feet 
per days. Do: not: believe the yard ever had nore than 
75,000 feet. of lumber on hand at any one times 


The’ mill did not ship any lumber to Californias 
It: sold only to the local trade... I ssw men loading 
a sall scow. A hand truck load of lumber: fell off 
the platforns where the sail scow was receiving the 
lunter;. knockingone of the men on the scow overboerd,’ 
I saw him pulled out of the water... He was knocke® 
out’ and nearly drowned,. The sail scow was tiead up just 
about where the Imperial Restrauant is: now. ; 

FETE HEE HE ae te HE ESE ae HE a 2b de de ete 
1878 


On the lot where the Lovell tuibding is: now 
located stood arr old: house.eone storye An old man 
and his wife lived in the houses. There was great: 
excitement among the boys one day. A murder: had 
takem place and many of us boys rushed up to the old 
houses: 


There was noone to stop us and many of us went 
in the house. I saw the old man sprawled out on the: 
floomw surrounded by a lnke of blood. He was dressed in 
his-underclothes and a ten on twelve inch flat file 
Was sticking in his breasts: He was the first dead mam 
I ever saws There had been a drunken row and the wife 
hed killed her husband ». 


Believe the wife was sent to the Oregon State 
Hospital at Salem. Tha 01d house afterword was torn 
down.. The lot: was vacant for many yearss The Lovell 
Auto Company bought the lot and built the present 
building, 


PRE Me HME He Th ete He Se ak te ote Ob ae HE a ae 


187741860 


WS Kinney formed the Clatsop Mill’ company: and 
purchased old’ Dad's mill’ from Mr Ferelly: 


¢ waste 
The Clatsop mill Company wos built a hoy factory where 
Duane Street’ is now. Thin conpany boilt o larve 


two story drying and ntornye shed betwoes Uoane ana 
Commercinl Streets... Thin shed (or shede) extended wart 


from fouttsenth Street up to the nlley on Commercial 
Street. These sheds were very high for a tro story 
building for the storage of spruce lumber: standing on 
end for drying.. They had no dry kills (kiln?).» The sheds 
were elso used' for storage of new empty salmon boxess 
Box shooks (?) were not in: style at that dates 


The company made some improvements to the old 
Muley saw.e. Not many changes were made to this part of 
the old milla: 


é The old Paney saw was taken out and e larger and better 
Paney rig. was installed,. 


The old planer was Giscarded and several new 
surfacing machines were installed.. The stock was: out . 
into box lengths. The stock was planed to a thickness 
of’ one and one eighth inchess. Many saw frames were 
built and equiped with fourteen+sixteen-eighteen inch 


' Pip sawsy 


The fourteen inch stock was shoved by hand through 


‘@uides and ripped half way. It was drawn back,. turned 


overrand the other: half ripped through... This stock 

was recelived'on the opposite side of the table saw by a 
Boy who piled it' up on the side of the table. Afterwards 
carrying it*off and stacking 1t on a four wheeled truck 
to be taken to the store rooms. 


The nerrow stock was fed through the Tripp sews 
by hand and received by a boy on the ooposite side. After 
the box ends (fir om hemlock) were cut they were rum through 
a printing press which printed the cannery namé om the 
endgy. 


Many fingers were cut off the workman's hands as the 
saws were not properly protecteds. 


The lawyer: Frank Spittle lost a hand in an accidental 
contact with a box factory saws. This happened many yeazs: 
after the time I am writings. 


Knot. holes in stock to be ripped were dangerouss 
Pingers were cut off by men who were careless in allowing 
@ finger’ to slip into a knot hole while feeding the 
board: through the rip saws, 


ra. 
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Long tables were built for the box neticr: to 
put’ the stock together and nail the hoxes. Bey rattler 
worked ty piece work. Beginners could raid cone hormived 
boxes per day. Experts natled two hundred ere sore could 
do better than two hundred. They were paid fror one to 
one and a fourth to one and « half cents per box. The 
empty boxes were stored uvostairs on the second story 


of the large shed. 


Chutes extended down to Commercial street where 
the boxes were loaded on trucks tb be haulec to the 
canneries.. The old style horse drawn low trucks hed 
faulty bottoms which extended out from the roed and 
were loaded with seven or eight hundred empty boxese 


This box factory could make about 2000 boxer per 
day e 


1879-1883 


The rafts of spruce logs for this mill were 
tied: up along the water front’ from Fourteenth Street 
along where Bond 1s now down to Eighteenth Street. 
There was:a rather crooked alley under the buildings 
and’ streets where the logs were shoved in by the 
poom men with pike poles. 


The men had to put the logs under the street orm 
certain stages of the tide. On low water, the logs 


‘rested on the mud bottom and at high tide, the men 


could not: stand on top of the logs under the street. 


Commercial street is now four feet higher than the 
o1d wooden strect. 


The old office of the Clatsop mill was on 
14th: Street’ near the corner of Commercial Street. 


; The Frame of the old Dad*s Mili was built of 
round logs partly hewed squares. 


The boiler furnace was built on a large rock that 
isnow under the Nordlad Hotel. The chimney was auite 
large, about 10 Sy 10 feet at bhe too, It was at 
least’ 75 feet’ high or higher. 


1883-1887 


After the mill burned,. Robert Carruthers bought 
the trick in the chimney and furnace, clesrned them and 
built his residence out of these bricks. (E:change between 
14th and 15th street.) 


The logs wore drawn up 9 chviie by a chein, 


The chain was pulled bsck with s rope wound ur om 
a wood drum. The log chute was very steer ond 
large spruce logs were hard to pull up. A cog (? 


could be bog or dog) and driven in the log and many 
times this cog woulé pull out at the top of the 
chute amd slide back into the water. We Deys 
always stood around to watch the large logs being 
drawn upe We wanted to see the spleshe 


cog (or bag or dog) 
DAD'S MILL BURNED JULY 2 5150 peme 1883 


I was working im father's mill when the fire 
started in the Clatsop mill on fourteenth streets 


My: brother Perry rang the bell for the 
engineer to stop the engime and blew the whistle 
to, so the mill would stop for the day so the mem 
could go up and help save the old Clatsop Mill. 
The entire crew ran to the fire. When I got. down 
to the fire, both fire engines were stationed om 
fourteenth street, just a little north of Commercial 
pumping from the rivers. 


I watched a number of men rolling out barrels 
of lacquer from an old ware house out into the 
streets; That warehouse stood where the Sidell 
Hotel now stands... I went around the block where 
the Liberty Theatre is now and went out on the 
street at the corner of 12th and exchanges. The. roof 
end part‘ of the sides of the old mill were gone 
up in smoke and I could see the fire burning in 
the Box factorys. 7 


&fter watching the fire for a few minutex,. I 
heard a commotior or llth streets <A crowd of mer 
were pulling the number two Engine: (Silsby). I went 
over and took a hold of the line, We pulled the 
Engine up to the corner of 12th and Franklim emt 
started up the dirt street.. About half way up we 
got’ stuck,. and could not move the engine eny further, 
Someone brought’ a team of horses and with the help 
of the team, we pulled the engine up to the corner 
of sixteenth and Frenklin, then down to commerciale 
The engine was then stationed om the north side of 
‘Commercial about half way between fifteenth and 
sixteenth streets. A great deel of time wes lost 
in moving the engine and setting hose losied in the 
hose carts and bringing it over the hili «na setting 
the hose laid out and cnce more @etting woter on 
the fires: 


ce 


«Ber. 


By this time the Jarge storake ehede wera 
burning and buildings on the erect aide where tre 
Hotel Astoria now stands vere turring. 


Along with many other boys and men I 
started carrying goods out of A B Spexarth's Gunn 
store. All the goods we carried out, we took to the 
OW RN (?) Polk enterance on l5th Street aff 
Commercial. All our work was loste. The fire was 
out of control and all that part of town burned 
that eveninge. 


The buildings on the east side of fifteenth 
north of commercial réached out nearly to the 
OW HN docks. The old OW RN wiwyexeten 
dock was built: where the presert O W ETN dock is 
nows. The old dock was /== shaped. It reached a 
little: south of where the rail road is now located. 
This part of the dook was built on 15th street and 
was two stories high at the street enterances I saw 
one of the O NB and R (7?) River bornts pumping 
water on the west side of the 15th street, but as 
the fire moved closer, the boat had to lesve. I stood 
om the corner of 15th and commeroial after taking 
ny last’ load out on the dock: and saw the flames meet 
over the street in front’ of Spexarth"'s store». 


It: was like looking through a tunnele 


The buildings on both sides of Commercial 
were burnings. I saw. Foster's store and Gratkey"s 
Saloor burning at the same time I saw Mrs Grantts 
building across the street burning. 


The old Gratke Hotel, three stories high stood 
on the south west corner of 15th and commerciale 
I watched the people in the hotel throw bedroom 
furniture out of the windows of the third floor. 
Bureaus, tables, beds,. pitchers, glassese I saw one 
bedroom stove thrown out,. All this stuff crashed 
on the street’ and was not even picked une 


Along commercial street saloon keepers cut 
holes in the floors and rolled barells of whiskey 
into the rivers. The streets were full of peovle 
carrying goods from burning buildings. I nelped csorry 
goods up 15th street to Franklin. 


All the streets were filied with furrittura, 
goods from stores, glass siow ceses were 
goods and piled averywhere.. 


The.old original St Mary's Hospital (old 
Argoni Hotel) was covered with blankets 2nd bed covers. 


ea | 

People were currying water in teas'rete ant 
wetting down blankets: on the roof. Tas nctvit: 
was saved 


The fire nrogressed enst on Commerctel very 
fast to 15th strect.. I watched the ol¢ Gratke Eot 
Burn and saw the fire extend north on 15th street. 
Near the entrance to the ONR and N dock there wes 
a new saloon building on the esst side of 15th atreet. 
The fire from this building reached across the 
short space and soon the front of the bic wharf 
was burnings. 


Believing that the dock was sesfe, wany thousems 
of dollers worth of all kinds of goods had beer 
carried out on the docks. 


Note: The date, July 2,. 1883,. $7£°,000 worth 
of canned salmon was stored on this docke. 


Along with all the buildinres on both sides 
of commercial]. between 15 and 16 burned along 
with the O NW R'and N Dooke. There being no other 
streets other than the entrance on 15th street, no 
wqgter was thrown on the Dock,. The dock was the 
last of the fire.. All the buildings on both sides 
of Commercisl from 14 to 17th street burned’. 


Streets and sidewalke being wooden burned 
leaving only pfling sticking up to a little higher 
than high tide mark: 


All thot night,, the dock with long niles of 
canned* salmon burned. Salmon burns without much 
flame,, but’ plenty of smoke... Many of the cammr 
exploded end kept’ up a continuous roer of smll 
explosions all that night’ and rart of the next daye 


Later on,, the next afternoon, a mumber of small 
boats were received by the firemen and © line of 
hose was taker out to the dock, 


The Silsby fire engine pumped water on this 
selmor pile for two days before the fire was fine} 
out’: A little of this salmon was recovered on 
the bottom of the piles... While some of this salmon 
kos loaded ote scows and taken to otuer warehouseg 
to be cleoned, «and nut in new cases, soste for 
recloaiming amounted to more than wes reccvered wren 
sold by the insurance comvsnies. 


Before going home that nieht, LT welled orcund and 


through the streots on the Will in ace of fhe 

fire... All kinds of goods, furniture, store Tixtorac, 
large viles of clothing and bedding, everviring Sant 
could be curried covered tho streets ane verse sll 


over that: part of towns Small grouns of men and 
women were gnthering up and suarding their roodse 


Titere were coal oil street lemos in tnose days 
to light: the streets but were not needed that nights 
There was plenty of light from the burning ruinse 


The saloon must have given away plenty of drinks 
becnuse I can still remember seeing more drunks that 
night: than f had ever sseen beforee 


July 2, 1883 was © clear day and the evening wes 
Clesne No clouds in the sky. When I got home tht 
might,.I could see the fire burning in *he ruins 
but there was no red skyo. 


July 3,- 1883 


We boys in the west end of the town hed, as was 
usual with boys at that time,. purchased our firesonckers 
and fireworks for the fourth of July and were gre& 
greatly disapointed because the mayor gave out an 
order to the police to stop all boys from shooting 
firecrackers on the fourth of july that yeare 


The firemem (volunteer) were warn out fighting 
the big fire and the mayor believcd that ras too 
much danger of more fires through firing of fire 
ovackerse by boyss July.3' and 4 were clear and hot 
and the mayor was rights.” 


July 4,.1883 


Many rumors of: stolen goods were told on the day 
following the fire and for several days followings 
The streets back of the burned district were still 
piled full of goods and people were busy hauling 
them awaye There were several fist fights over the 
ownership of these goods. The sheriff and police 
were doing all they could to restore order and put 

a stop to the steeling. They were doing all they 
could to restore the property to the rightful owners. 


It became 2 hopeless tesk snd the rotice and 
sheriff became helplessse. I have since corms to the 
conclusion that’ the oxficers were either strrding 
in or were efraid of the lenders of the theiring cless, 


eng Bee 


ASTORTA ONCE HAD A VIGILANCE COMMTTT Sh 


When it beoame Jenown that the of iecers were 
helpless a few doys Tollowing the fire, ar clé 
fashioned vigilance committee was organized by the 
better element in the town, 


Sy. Wo. Case (?) a banker, was elected president 
of the vigilance committee and F.l.. Parkers. 
secretary. M.D. Broskey (?) Arrest (or assets?) 
secretarya <A burrall committee was apoointed 
and‘a grave was dug up im the old cemetary at 
the top of the hill east of 14th streets 


The vigilance committee put out ©« notice thet 
all stolen property was to be returned to the 
city halle No: attention was paid to this 
orders. 


Or or about the evening of July 5th or 6th 
the vigilance committee held a meeting and 
a oommittee of arrest was sent out for one ef the 
known leaders of tha thieving bunch. 


The sheriff and the chief cf police were 
ordered to stand asside which they seemed glad 
to dos ‘ 


The arresting committee proceeded to one of 
tthe leading saloons and forced the bar tender to gO 
with theme. This-man was talen to the city hall 
and given a hearing, After a short trial, he 
Was found guilty of having stolen vroperty in his: 
possession.. He: was given his choice of henging or 
a whipping with e cat' of nine tails. Ee defied 
the committee and the entire vigilance committee 
escorted: higito the grave yards A rope was 
put overra limb of a tree-and with a erave awaiting 
him, he changed his mind and decided to take the 
whipping». 


His: shirt was taken off and he was tied up 
to the tree and Bar Pilot Gapts. Woods avplied the 
Caty. with full forces. 


He was kept’ under guard the rest of the night 
and plseced aboard the morning boat end left for p 
Portland, 


‘ The action of the commitiee became known the 
next day, but little attention vas pride The 
+ : next evening another meeting was held,. and the 
committee of arrest were instructed to hring tn 
a noted character who had sent out a deficnce oF 
the Vigilance Committec.. This man war brought in, 
found guilty and given his choice,. 


He also decided to take the whinning 
after seeing the rope and the grave. He was 
placed aboard the morning boat and was lucky to 
escape the hangings. , 


When the news of the second whipping was 
known, the next morning the stolen goods statted 
to be delivered to the city hall and to rescue 
engine: company nos. 2.. Ima short time the city 
hall and the Engine room were co full of goods 
that’ the Engine had to be taken out and kept 
on the streets to make room to: store stolen goods. 


Nugper 1 engine house was likewise filled 
up and the fire engine placed in the streete 


Other store rooms were found and stolem 
goods were brought in by the truck load. 


I dd not remember as to whether others 
were whipped but' do know many men left town ina 
great' hurry.. By order of the conmittees 


The vigilance committee held many meetings but 
they were very secret and we boys could only 
° i stick arounds. We could not: get. im 


There was plenty of excitement in Astoria for 
many dayse. To identify the stolen goods and 
‘restore them to their rightful owners was a long 
hard job and after it‘ was all overs there was 
a large amount of stolen property that could not 
be identified... I do not know what was the final 
method that’ was adopted in getting rid of ite I think 
it was turned over to the police and sherifes 


A long time after the fire, I remember seeing 
a large box full of old style blocks , watches, and 
silverware. For some time after that fire, people 
were careful about claiming ownership to loose 
property. The action of the visilance committee 
did a lot of good, 
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Mob Law in Astoria 


A few months after the fire, one of the ren 
who had received a whipoing filed a Gamage case in 
the U & Court in Portlsend' pgainst T.We Case, When 
the suit was Called, J. We. Case Pleaded eullty of 
being chairman of the viligance committee and stated 
to the court that’ should the peace officers in 
Astoria and Clatsop again fail in their duty, he 


‘ would: again’ eall' his committee together ana take 


over to himself the actiom needed to restore order, 


The court imposed a fine and a judgement for 
damage to the amount: of $2500. Je We. Case paid 
the claim and returned to Astoria. 


On the return of J.. Wo. Cese, e meeting was 
Called by the secretary, P..L. Parkers The Committee 
decided that they would name F.L.. Parker a committee of 
one to levy. an assessment on the members to rememburse 
JW Cases. J.W. case refused to accept the money 
unless he was assessed along with the others, 


Many of the members were poor men end F.Le Parker 
decided that’ only tax payers should be sssessed} 


I only know the amounts assessed against two 
mMemberse: J. We. Case: and My father, J C. Trullinger 
were’ assessed $250 each which they paid. I was told 
that’ F L Parker assegsed himself $100 but do not 
know for sure, 


While the saloon and gamboling elements did 
not have much respect of our law enforcing officers 
for many years after the 1883 fire.. The memories of 
the power of J W Case and his committee hed a z00d 
effect mand we had » better and happier town. 


Kee 


Following the fire, re boys recovered roeny pourds of 
shot for. our shot’ guns dewn on the beach under where 
the Spexarth store stood. It was badly mixed in 
sizes,, but we used it Just the seme. Now then, 
believe it or Not,. we carried away many red cans 
of rifle powder which survived the fire «nd when the 
floors gave Way, these cerns fell in the waters 


Ox some of these cans of powder, the lead 
Screw caps wre not tight and the powder ves wet 


We put the powder enna open, shook outh the wet 
powder onto newsnapotts wnd dried 1 in the sun, We 
could grind the dry chunks of powder an? use it in wr 
pistols and muzzle loading shot gunse 


I found one five pound can of coxder om the beech 
thet was not wet’. The finding of this dry powder that 
survived the fire was the talk of the town. = 

Phe beach was covered with the busted cans of 
powder that did not’ escape the fire. 


- Im those days there were very few brech (7) 
loading shot gunss: 


Mr.. Spexarth many years after the 1883 fire 
told me a hard luck story... He had a gcod insurance cn 
hig stock of goods that burned and as soon as he could 
eeoure anothor location,he oréered another stock of 
goods from Sarr Francisco. His goods were shipped 
ora sailing lumber schooner and was not insurede 
The schooner was lost’ in a storme. 


The wholesale house in San Francisco read about 
the loss of the schooner and cargos They duplicated 
the order and shipped the goods the second time. 
The: loss: of his store and the loss of his goods 
om the schooner had left him flat. broke. 


The actiom of the Frisco house: was afterwards 
more than fair and A G Spexarth was successful in 
his business and paid his debts: and prosperede 


After that fire,, A G Spexarth started im business 
owing over 100 per cent:.on his stock and he pulled out.. 


At. the time the fire started, the tide was nearly 
at the low water stage: and the fire engines pumping 
from the river had trouble. getting water because the end 
of the suction pipe head to be under the surface of the” 
water and not resting in the mud on the bottom. The 
drift’ wood along the beach just west of I4th street and 
plong the line of BExthange was burning as well am some 
of the logs in the boome. 


Mx McLean had a bleck smith shop on the corner 
of 12° and exchange and I sew him carrving water out 
of the river end putting out the drift niles that were 

a burning.. He saved his shop from burning. 
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At the time of this fire, there vere ne 
Electric lights and few phoness No electric fire clarm: 
Fire Engines were drawn by man porer & 


There was a large coal bunker about the center 
of the 0 N EK and N docks. The burning coal in this 
bunker sent up a large volumn of bisck smoke, As the 
cosl bins burned out the coali settled down on the floor 
of the dock,. preventing the dock from burning. It 
was severali days after the fire before the. firenen 
stopped’ the fire in the coals 


Adjoining the Onr and N dock at the east end was 
another dock known as the Farmers'' dock, There 
was a fifty foot. gap between the On and N dock ard the 
Farmers! docks. The burning of the Farmers’ dock wag 
late in the evenings. 


“At that time the city had a large fire bell 
orm top of a tower just south of the city hall. City 
Hall was on the south east corner of 1lth and cammercial 
Streetse This fire bell had a deep: tone and plenty 
of volumm. The people were in a rether panicy mood afte- 
the fires There were many fire alarms and the big bell 
was sounded many times during the days and nights 
following the fire. Any little smoke caused a new 
fire alarm. : 


The total loss caused by this fire amounted to 
about two million dollars, 


The first: building or shack built three or four 
days: following the fire :was a small seloon building 
om the tank of the river about. half way betweem I4th 
ani 15th om duane: by MirGratkes He was the fether of 
Johm and W111. Gratkes. 


Mir Gratke was a well to do man before the fire 
but having very ]ittle insurance, he wam busted. 


JeWo. Case owned a "General Store on the North 
West corner of 10th and Bonds The Office of the 
Bank was in the back part of the store. On completion 
of the IOOF building,. Case moved his benk into thet 
building and sold the store to RN Carnaham (F ? Could 
Be Farnaham?//) 


At the date of this fire there wes no buildings 
on the entire block where the Lovell Auto Company*s 
building now standso. 
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The old Fhoman Hedington Residence: was built 
after the fire and was torn dowr last yeer im 1936. 


The O14 Dad Ferrell home on the south enact 
corner of l/#th and exchange survived rot only the 
1883 fire, but also came through the 1922 fire end 
still stends on the same corners It was an old - 
house when I came to Astoria in 1876. 


There were no Water Hydrants at the time. The 
Water Works belonged to DP Thompsom. Fire protection 
consisted of two fire engines and a hook and ladder truc’ 
Also: Hand cartss. There were three volunteer Fire 
Compeniess. #1' Company had an Amoskeg (? Amoskey?) 
Engines. #2 hed a Sylsby..Rotarys The other wae 
ar "“Alert"'Hook and Ladder Company. 


With cold water, the Sylsby could get steam 
and pump water in 11 mimitese The Amoskeg was a little 
slowem: As both fire engines had hot water heaters in 
their houses and by the time the engine arrived at 
the scene of a fire, they were always ready to pumps 


The only men receiving nay were the two engineerse 


Each engine could throw two good streams through 
two 14 inch nozzelse. 


This 1883 fire was supposed to have been started 
by boys building a small fire under the old mili 
who were swimming in the booms. That was only, rumore 
The mill wes running when the fire was discovered. 
The mill had no fire pump,, no hose, and no bucketse 
It. was a fire trap in the center of tom... Built 
along the shore with tons of planner shavings and 
tons of trash under the mille 


Olé Sylsby.Fire engine was full of nickle 
plate all overs: It took first prize in a contest 
of all fire engines in the world at the world's fair 
at’ Bhiladelphia Expositiom im 1876. The brow sheet 
(vrown chute??7?)) was filled with hanging tubes and 
RuEEE made plenty of steam provided the coel fire 
Was not over two inches deepo 


T he-engine had two hoiler feed pumpse One ovum 
was a steam rotary and the cther was a line punp | 
driven by am excentris (?) off the shaft of the 
Main pumping engines. Good working stéam pressure 
wes from 80 to 110 pounds. It was a rotary Engines 
and a rotary pump.. 
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The old ffi wanin Resugitebting [het 
Reospradating?? Recyrndnting??) annine. 
stean cylindere and two numpce Potr, 
hed relief valves snd hosenen had to 
nozzlese. The engines were not eyuis 
relief valves when purchased. The els 3 2 
was more relisbe and had fever break cownge 


Before these two fire engines were purchesed 
the city had en oid style hand operated fire engines 
Thig old hand fire pump equiped with copper riveted 
leather hose was all the fire fighting eouipment 
when I came to Astoria in 1876. 


THE FIRE OF 1878 

Two blocks of houses north side of Astor from 
6th street’ to eighth street’ burned in 2078, This 
old hand vump with the hetv of many leether puckets 
prevented the fire from crossing eighth streete 
4t: took about 20 men to operate this pumpe I 
saw itt being onerated at that fire in 1978. 


Shis old fire pusp is stornred in Warrenton 
ani should be purchased by our city. it is a valueble 
relic.. Very few of these old machines nre to be 
hade. 


Wood: carved cigar store indeins nnd wood 
figure heads formally on wooderr ships are worth 
$2000 to 10,000 each,. O14 style frand power fire 
engines and leather fire buckets are very scarcee 
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Another saw mill was built in uvver Astoria 
by a company known es the Meade, Merrell and W F 
McGregor companys. This was a small mill constructed 
for the purpose of sawing spruce lumber for the 
making of salmon boxese. 


This mill burned early in the snring or early 
summer of 1883. Afterca time YW F McCrefor rebuilt 
this. mill ami box factory. The McGregor mill 
burned in 19__ 


The H¥me Mill or the Hammond Mill. burned 192) 


A pulp will located at MeEchirn (7) ship 
yards burned 


CH Bains’ mill corner of lith ard eychange 
burned 18 _ 

-A mie pash and door fectory near Wilson 
shiv yerd burneds. >. 
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M J Kinnev's cennery burned, 

Clatsop Mill box Cactory burned.emiil secred 
The Clatsop mill the ceoond one burned 

Ross opern house burned 

Fisher opera house burned 

Occident’ cennery burned 

George # Barker Canning burned 

1889: 


The loss of the two saw mills left only one 
mill in Astoria. The west shore mills.eowmer 
J. C Trullingems, Following the fire the demand 
for lumber: for rebuilding the burned district 
of 1883.. My fother'’s m1i11 put’ on anight crew ant 
operated 20 hours a day. 


The.mill was lighted by glass coal oil lamps 
pleced all over the mill in tin boxes. The inside 
Walls off the mill were decorated by hundreds of round 
glass bottles contgining a fire extinguishing liquid. 
shelves were built: and hundreds of water buckets were 
put: im. It was my jov for a long time to fill the 
lamps every day and keep the water buckets full of 
waters. Many accidental broken lamps occured and 
small fires etarted;..but alwnys wore put’ out. 


The roof of the mill had many barells of water 
stored on the top. Barrels of water and buckets 
were everywhere over'the lumber yard. The fire 


insurance rate was 11 percent per yeare 
th te th: A 


1876 STAGE OF THE OLD LIBERTY HALL 


The stage of the old Liberty Hal] was lighted 
by coal lights with tin reflectors... The foot lights 
were glass coal o11 lamps. The foot lights vere 
lighted before the start of any play ty a boy who 
receiged a pass for his work... The theater was lighted 
by three chandeleers with two oil lemvs each. On 
each side wall were two additional bracket leupe. 
The: lamps were lighted early end never turned down 
during the evening... The theater was hexted hv cnelargee 
wood stovee. In sold weather the thester ics elveys 
very cold. 
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The curtain was antirely covaré) with 
advertizing aanis.. The stage had one tniscer cet 
of wings and wall drape... Ore tock drone sceme vith 
wings to matoh.. There were two small merrow cressing 
roomse. Theater seats were chairs and 1 small gallery 
at the south end of the hall. fe Chairs and Gnollery 
were stored on stage when the hall was used for 
dancing.. There was no stage enterance. Enterance 
and exit at south end by large douBle doors, Theater 
floor was level. and view of the stage nivways obscured 
by large hats. worn by women.. No rest rooms and 
no ‘fire protection.. No water. There veing no 
street lights every body cerried lanterngss 


Liberty hall 7th and Bond built about 1867 still 
standings 


Ross opera House burned 6th and commercial 

George Hills Theater torn dow 8th and bom 

Fisher bros... opera house burned 12th and exchange 

Pisher bros opera house nebuilt.. turned Dee 8, 1922 

Mrs Megless Theatre: 12th and duane burned Dec8 1922 
burned 

Bhue:Mouse between 12th and 14th inctem? Dec 8, 1927 


Liberty Theater Commeroial street between 11 
and’ 12th street: burned Dec: 8, 1922 


Stor Theatre 11th arid commercial. Burned Dec 8, 1922 


Elite Theater between Bond and Astor 8th street 
a Chima Houset: 


1878 or: 1879° 


JC Trullinser contracted with ths city for’ the 
first coal of] light poles.. He: built s turning lathe 
and turned the poles out: of six by six inch fir WZ 
feet: longs Contract was for 12 poles painted creer. 


Jackens ani Haws built the llamo framese. 
Martim Dillom (7?) was the first strae: lemp lighter 
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The city was ell lit uo with 12 col o1] Jichts. 


More street lishts were efterwardn added and 
when the Astoria Gal comnany was started, gag wen 
substituted where the gas mains reached and the conk 
oil lights moved back on the hill 


Martin Dellom lost his job when the first Are 
lights were started’ by J C Trullinger Christmrs 
eve at: 7 Demo. 1886. 
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SALOON SIGNS 1876 


Up until: the Astorla Gas Light Coe. began 
operating, the only lighted signs were in front of 
saloons.. The sign was built out of two one by eight 
boards: top and bottom... With glass frames set im 
between the two boards.. The bottom board had a hole 
in it lerge enough 6 put ea coal o11 lame through 
it.. Some of these signs were only frames upom 
which was covered with cloth and the word BEER 
painted’ om the: white cloths: These cloth signs were 
lighted with one or more coal o11 lamps. 


BARU 
BOATS ..1876. 


Names of many of the old time toats that are: 
not’ running novwéi 


ORTFLANMEs ¢sCORWIN, ooGUSSIE TELIFARE. + eAJAXseAKCONses 
ORIZABIA ELDER..+STATE OF CALIFORNIA. .QUEEN OF TER 
PACIFIC. sOREGON. ¢SHOEBRICK«.oGREAT REPUBLIC. sALASKIN. o« 


‘OLYMPIAN. oWEETMORE. «MANZNETA. oROSE. «PIONEER seKATATS 


SAN. «.eELECTRICK. eKEEXXEEXH WESTPORT... VARLNAc oe 
MERIMACK. » «ELECTRO oe eQUEEN. «GLEANER + eENTERPRISE. o 


ECLIPSE...GENERAL MILES. «CANBY.s-ONENTIA.. «MILER.» 
OCCIDENT..eEDITH...SUE ELMORE, «JORDAN. sMAYFLCVES.« 
MENDAL.. -COLOMBINE. eLURLINE. . .OCFANWAVE. . -FLEETWOCDee. 
TELEPHONE. oe DIXIE THOMPSON... .HARVIST CUEEN. o-SMHA 
HAYWARD. ..TI POTTER.. -ASTORIAN.. GENERAL NEWEL Lee. 
CASCADES..».ORDWAY...JONATHORN.. WIDE WEST. os 

TATOCCH. «sOKsosDAWN. «eHOWARD.>.ENMA HUME...QUICKSTEP... 


ONWARD:.coJ' C BRINHAM...HSCORDo + sASTORIA. sCOLUMRIAs oce 


relief.eeNORTHERN PACIFIC, GRiKAT NORTH “RN... POIR?T 
LOMA.eWILLAVIS, WILL MINCTOT .. eWASHT NGTON, MICEIGAN. oy 


ARGANAUT ¢ o «CALLANDER. «-BAILY GATZEPT. .JOEN L STEVERS ce 
WALLANLTE CHIEF so eOSKOSH. » BRISK. eVOLUNTEER. oeBALTINORE, 


CHARLESTON o.oMANADNOCK oe eOREGON BEAR. eFEAVER. eHOSE CITY.» 


WERE Ee He 
STREETS. «1876 
During the early days im Astoria up to the years of 


1879 and 1880,, the business center was on both sides of 
bond betweem 9th and 10 streetsa Of equal business 
importance the business district: included 9{or Ist) 
old mair street: from Commercial to the water front. 


‘The dry goods store of N Schlussle (7?) om 
the north east’ corner of 9th and bond was the 
Heavist: traffic corner: in towm: 


The: old log street is: about 12 feet under the 
surface of the present: 9th street». 


9th street (maim street) was paved from duane 
to astor street with fir and hemlock logs laid crosswise 
with the street and Partly hewed dot. partly levels 
The large gaps between the logs caused it to be 
& very rough street... These logs were not removed when 
the street was covered with dirt about six or seven 
feet aned a new 8 by 12 plank street built. 


MAINE STREET 


The wooden sidewalks along Maine st. (9th)from 
duane to astor did not conform to the street. grades In 
many places the sidewalks were level with the: log 
street. and other places varied from one to four feet 
higher then the log street.. There were no hand railings 
along these sidewalks.. Om either side cf the sidewalks 
at 9th and astor,. there was a dirt fill over the 
swamp and astor street. wns covered with & by 12 
plenks: west‘ to 6th street: which was the end of Astor? 


& dirt f111 covered with plank 3 ty 12 reached the 
top of the rockey ridge along the river teach. The 
road then extended westat: the top of the ridge between 
the river and the swamp where the railroed is now locate*,. 
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The road connested with Astor by 9 crery Broken 
route through the blocks between gra «ns 2he 


CONCOMLEY (ASTOR) 


A sidewalk known as lovers lane extended rect 
ow the north side of astor over the swamp from 
6th down to lst street. This sidevalk was eight feet 
wide with railings on each side. At 4 street thiswalk 
was tbout eight feet above the water in the svampe 


At Sth street it was 5 or 6 feet above the waters 
The deepest part of the swamp with the ereatest area 
of opem and clear’water was in the block north of 
astor between 4th and 5th streets (Standard Oil 
company tank yard) The red light district kncwn 
as swill towm (derived from stamp town) covered 
the three full blocks extending from sixth to minth 
covering nearly six full: blockss. 


The: early’ residence of capt. J H D Gray wae at the 
south east corner of 7th and astors. So: his familygrew 
up and the locatiom became too tough for the captain 
and he moved to a new home on Harrisorm between I5 and 
L6th streets.. 


Capt.: Gray's o1d residence on Astor was rented 
to a chinamam. It then became am opivm joint. It 
burned’ later-on and two chinamen who were drunk with 
opium burned up in the housee I saw the bodies of 
the two burned chineamen.. Their hahds and feet were 
turned offs. 


Pardon me for ‘telling these things, but: I have 
to do so in order to gett my mind back to 1876-1883,: 


Commential: street: extended to 17th street im the 
years: of 79 and 80 tut wes off little importance 
with few buildings om it except betwen 14 and 16 street. 


Gommeroial! street fron 9th to 17th was a wooden 
trestle supported on piling with no sidewalk on the 
north side of Commercial from 11 to half way vo 12th 
until the Griffin and Heed brick building was 
built. 


The first telephone office was e bedroom in the 
‘Rucker (?) building up stxirse The Hilderbrand's store 
now occupies the lot where the old Rucker building 
stood... When the Griffin and Reed building was built 
the telephone.office was moved into a room up steirs 
in that! building.:! Halfway in the hallway, one window 
was in this office. The window faced llth. 


